$2	EASY GUIDE TO MESMERISM
indefatigable member of the society for Psychical
Research, has perhaps more than any other man in
the United Kingdom devoted his energies to the
scientific investigations of this subject. I select one
of the cases on which he has reported, and which
occurred at the house of the Rev. Creery of
Burton, which will perhaps put in clearer light what
thought-reading is, and how it is done, than any
lengthy description of mine.
"Easter, 1881.—Present, Mr. and Mrs. Creery
and family and Mr. F. Barrett, the narrator. One of
the children wks sent into an adjoining room, the
door of which I saiw was closed. On returning to the
sitting-room and closing its door also, I thought upon
some object in the house fixed upon at random.
Writing the name down, I showed it to the family
present, the strictest silence being preserved through-
out. We then all silently thought of the name of the
thing selected. In a few seconds the door of an
adjoining room was heard to open, and after a very
short interval the child would enter the sitting-room,
generally speaking, with the object selected. No one
was allowed to leave the sitting-room after the object
had been fixed upon, and no communication with
the child was conceivable as her place was often
changed. Further, the only instructions given to the
child were to fetch some object in the house that I
would fix upon and together with the family silently
keep in mind, to the exclusion as far as possible of
all other ideas. In this way I wrote down, among
other things, a hair-brush—it was brought; an orange
—it was brought; a wine-glass—it was brought; an
apple—it was brought; a toasting fork—failed on the
first attempt, a pair of tongs being brought, but on a
second trial it was brought. With another child, a
cup »was written down by me—it was brought; a
saucer—this was a failure, a plate being brought. No
second trial allowed The child being told it was a
saucer, replied* "That came into my head but I
hesitated, as I thought it unlikely you would name
a saucer after a cup had been brought."

